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9UVAKERS 


To Two Petitions againſt them, 


(The One out of Norfolk, and the 
Other from Bury in Suffolk ) 


Being ſome Brief Obſervations upon them. 


| 


Publiſhed on Occaſion of Fraxcis Bugg*s Expoſing One 
of the ſaid Petitions in Print, and Coombe the 
Other, &c. With many unjuſt Aggravations and 
Miſrepreſentations in his late Book, falſly tiled 


Tt is an Honour for a Man to ceaſe from Strife, but every Fool 
will be medling, Prov. 20. 3. 
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(3) Y 


A Reply, on Bebalf of the People called 


Quakers, to Two Petitions againſt them, &c. 


an Houſe, we ſhall only premiſe, That the Chri- 
ſtian Religion hath ofrez Suffered, but xever 
taueht or countenanced Perſecution; That it was the 
Per (ecating Jews, not the Perſecated Apoſtle, who cry*d 
lrasl, help, Atts 21. 28. That theſe Petitioners 
againlt us; have nothing to Charge us with of Inmora- 


| Ef Hat we may not build too /arge a Porch to ſo ſmall 


 {iy, nothing againſt the Pub/ick Peace, nothing but what 


. 
anidls -— TLRs eas 0 Fe A 6 wr 
500 * is SEU roy CO PINE 4 


concerns our Religion : Which 1s an implicit Acknow- 
ledgment (at leaſt) that they are 1n the ſame Streight 
to find out Matter of Accuſation againſt us, that Danze('s 
Adverſaries were in, to find Matter againſt him ; who 
thereupon ingeniouliy confelt, We fhall not find any Oc- 
caſion againſt this Daniel, except we find it againſt him con- 
cerning the Law of his God, Dan. 6. 5. 

We begin with the Norfolk Petition, as that which 
(we underſtand ) was contrived firſt, and probably led 


- on the other. 


Petition. We cannot, without Reſentment, take notice of 
the great Growth, and aaily Increaſe of the Quakers, and the 
M:ſchief and Dazgers from thence threat ning this Nation. 

Obſervation, We hope we may, without incurring their 
Re{entmeat, obſerve, That the Jews 'of old took notice, 
and that not without Re/eatmert, of the great Growth and 
aaily Increaſe of the Chriſtians,in the firſt Age of the ſpread- 
ing ot the Goſpel, and of the Milchict and Dangers they 


apprehended did from thence threaten their Nation, 
Joha 11.48, Which Milapprechenſion of theirs, made 


them bend their Forces againſt the Ianocent Chriſtians, 


"to Supprels, Deſtroy, and Roct them out. Whereby 


2 they 


| (4) 
they brought upon Themſelves, and their Nation, the 
Mitchief and Dangers they feared : God avenging, by 
the hands of the Romans, and their own one againſt 
qnother, their Evil Treatment of his Son and Servants. 
\ Pet. *Tis obſervable, with what reſtleſs Zeal their deluding 
Teacher s==ramble into all parts of theſe Kjngaoms. 

Ob/. *Tis probable, the /:tr/e Zzal (unleſs for Mainte- 
nance) the Pet:iiioners have obſerved in their own over. 
reſted Teachers, makes the Zeal of thoſe they Petition 
againſt ſo obſervable to them. But they may do well alfo 
toobſerve (which if they will not, it may be hoped, They 
to whom they have Petitioned, will ) how much this 
Charge, of Reſtleſs Zeal, renders us like unto the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chriſtian Teachers, whole Reſtleſs Zeal 

-would not ſuffer them to ji: down, and reſt in a Fat 
Benefice (with a Carat to perform the Service fosthem :) 
But made them Travel into molt of the then Civilized 

| Parts of the World, as the As of the Apoſtles, and Ec- 

cleſiaſtical Hiſtories ſhew, And though their Enemies 
then were more modeſt than to cal] ir Rambling ; yet 
they failed not to call them Deludizg Teachers; as theſe 
CO Us, 

Pet. And (as we ſuſpeft) mary Romiſh Emiſſaries under 
their Diſzuiſe, 

Ob/. "Ihe Petitioners ſhould have done well to have 
giventhe Ground of this Suſpicion of theirs, if they had 
any to give, that it might have been examined. But 
to Suggeſt (for it is probable this came, e Suggeſts, out 
of the Pulpit : For Juſtices, we hope, would deal more 
jaſty) fo Scandalous a Matter, upon a bare Suſpicion, with- 
out aſſigning any Ground for it, is ( to ſpeak modeſtly 
of it) an Evil-Surmiſing, and againſt Charity : For Chas 
rity (we are aſſured, 1 Cor. 13.5.) thinks uo Evil, And 
ſince Charity is fo excellent a Chriſtian Vertue, as to be 
prelerr*d to both Faith and Hope, verte 13. We are forry 

to 
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| to find /o little Charity among the Juſtices and Grand 
«'f ' Jurors of Norfolk, This Suſpicion of Romiſh Emiſſaries 
going under the Diſguiſe of Quakers, is indeed an old 
Scandal rais'd by our profeſt Enemies, the Prieſts, above 
Forty Years ago, and by them induſtriouſly ſpread, and 
? kept up ever ſince, oa purpole to Traduce us to the bet- 
| ter fort of People. Bur is it not ſtrange, that if this had 
been true, not one ſiz2le Iuſtance could be given, not one 
Proof made in all this times, of one Romiſh Emiſſary 
| found among the Qzaters! This alone is enough to 
baffle the Slander : which it hath done already with 
: conliderate Perſons. Therefore, without taking further 
| notice of it here, we will conclude with Queen Eliza- 
| bets Motto (uſed while ſhe was Princels, Perſecuted and 
a Priſoner) viz, Much ſuſpected by me. Nothing 

p20veD can be, 

Pet. And boldly ſpread their Venemous Dottrines every 
where. | 
Os/. This Vexemoas Epithet ſo ill becomes Juſtices and 
Grand Jurors, that we are not willing to think it theirs; 
"aj .* but rather impoſed on them by ſome of their di&#atinz 

Teachers, But paſſing by the YVenome of it, we cannot but 
obſerve here likwiſe, how much they make us, even in 
| : this alſo, to reſemble thoſe, whom we deſire and labour 
| to imitate, the Apoſtles of our Lord. Whoſe Bo/dneſs, in 
Aſerting the Chriſtian Faith, and Spreaazzg the Dottrine 
: of their Holy Religion ( which, no doubt, their Oppoſers, 
1 the Prieſts of that Ape, and ſuch Ralers as thoſe Prieſts 
could influence) thought to be wroxg, though they ſeem 
to have been more modeſt, than to call it /exemoas) made, 
even their Adverſarics Marve/; who yet were fo inge- 
nuous as to impute their Boldneſs to their having becn 
with Jeſus, Ats 4. 13. 
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Pet. Attempting to infett and ſhake the Minds of weak 
Proteſtants. | 

O04. Had not thoſe Proteſtants weak Teeches,they would 
not be ſuch weak Proteſtants. Nor will it, peradventure, 
upon due Conſideration, be found a Diſ-ſervice in the 
Caakers, if by their Zealous Preaching, they excite thoſe 
Teachers ( how unwillingly foever) to be more Zealons, 
more Aſſiduous, more Laborious and Diligent in Preach- 
ing, to ſtrengthen their weak Hearers. 

Pet. And Aſſuming Rules of Diſcipline, Power in matters of 
Relizion, and Forms of Government, Repugnant to the Eſt a- 
bliſh'd Laws of this Kingdom, contrary to the very Acts of 
Toleration, and not al/on'd to any other Diſſenters, 

O4{.We preſume it 1s intended,in all theBranches of this 
manifold Charge [nth reſpect to themſelves only,] and we 
hope it will be to underſtood ; That if we aſſume Rales of 
Diſcipline 1n Church Matters, they are for o«r ſelves only ; 
Power in Matters ot Religion, for and amongſt oar ſelves 
only, As for Forms of Government, though they are Am- 
biguous Words, and ſuch as we do not uſe amongſt, or 
of, our ſelves: Yet as there ought to be Government in 
every Religioas, as well as Civil, Society ; and a Form, or 
Forms of ſuch Government : So we know of no Form 
of Government in our Religious Society, no Rules of 
Diſcipline, no Power 1n Matters of Religion, among us, 
that is Repugnant to the Eftabliſh'd Laws of this King- 
dom, relating only to C:2i/ Matters, nor contrary to the 
Atts for Toleration, Nor ( with Submiſſion to our Su- 
pcriours) do we fee, how thoſe Acts could be truly called 
Acts of Toleration to Diſſenters, if they did not Tolerate 
cach fort of Difſenters, to A4ſſume Rules of Diſcipline,, 
Porer in Matters of Religron, and Forms of Church Go- 
vernment, for aud amoneſt themfeltes, while nothing is 
thereby done Repugnant to the Pablick Peace, Nor do 
we underſtand, but that the ſame is allow*'d to, and 
practic'd by all other Proteſtant Difſcnters. Vouchs 


(7 / 

Pet.Iouching in all their Ations Divine Inſpiration for their 
Warrant, and the Indulgence of the Government for their 
Indempnity. Y 

OBfe In All their Aftions, is too large an Expreſſion, and 
ſhews the Petitioners ſpake by rote, Bur if we vouch 
Divine Inſpiration for our Warrant in ſome things, which 
relate more immediately to the Worſhip and Service of God 
(and undertake withal to make appear, that That In- 
ſpiration is not diſagreeable to the Divine Teſtimonies 
recorded in the Holy Scriptures) we hope our Warrant 
will not be diſliked, for being Grounded on Inſpiration, 
nor that Inſpiration, for being Divize : And that the [z- 
dalgence of 1o Indulgent a Government will be ſufficient 
to Indempnifie us, in our Peaceable Performance thereof. 

Pet. How apparently their Blaſphemons Books,ana Pernicious 
Principles, tend to ſubvert the Fundamentals of Chriſtia- 
nity, and undermine the Civil Government, are ſufficiently 
Demonſtrable, 

Obſ. Demonſtrable ! Not yet Demonſtrated then, it ſeems, 
tho? for thete Forty Years, and more, it has been en- 
deavoured. Hard Words and 1/ Names may eaſily be 
put upon the be/? Books and Principles. And there is no 
Book or Principle, which may not, by Perwverſioz and 
Miſconſtrafion, be made to look and found 1/7, But ſure 
we are (and always ready to make appear) that ncither 
are our” Books Blaſphemous, nor our Prixciples Pernici- 
ous. The Eundamentals of Chriſtianity we heartily Own, 
and Aſſert as Bo/dly and Vigoroully as any. And how 
far we have been from andermining the Civil Govern» 
zent, our Prattice, well known throughout theſe King» 
doms, is the beſt Demonſtration. : 

Pet. The Publiſhing whereof, by pretended Permiſſion of the 
Government, is of moſt dangerous Conſequence, 

Obf. Pray give the Goveramezt leave to judge of that. 
So long as the Charch of Rome could ſtop the Publiſhing of 


(8) Fe 
any Books or Principles, but her own, the Chriſtian 
World lay very Snug, in a deep Sleep of Dart -:/s and 
Profound Ignorance, which ſhe had luPd it into, which 
was what ſhe deſired. And if the firſt Reforwers had 
been debarr*d the Liberty of Pabliſhing their Books, and 
Principles, the Reformation muſt either not have been be 
gun,or greatly retarded in thecarrying of it on,and Popery 
might have prevailed ſtill, Ir 1s a ſure Maxim, that 
Truth i Strongeſt, And therefore, they who have Truth 
on their ſide, and who know their own Principles to be 
Sound, need not fear the Publiſhing of Principles by 0- 
thers; for if thoſe Principles publiſh*d by others be r7ue, 
they co-operate with theirs; and therein they have 


Cauſe to rejoyce : If falſe, they have thereby a fair. 


Occaſion given them, by expoſing and confuting the Er- 
rors thereof, to illuſtrate more clearly, and eſtabliſh 
more firmly, the true Prinerples aſſerted by themſelves; 
and for that they have no caule to be Sorry. 

Thus for the Petition out of Norfolk, the Prayer of 
which ſhall be conſidered together with that from Bury, 
which will help to explain one another. = 

The Petition from Bury ſpeaks in the Name of The 
Alderman, Aſſiſtant Juſtice, chief Burges and Burgeſſes of 
the Common Council, in behalf of themſelves and other the 
Inhabitants of that Burrouzh; And in it they lay, 

Pet. T hat we, conſidering all Ancient Hereſtes, which have 
wexed voth Church aud State, were never ſo formidable in 
their Riſe and Progreſs, as are the Quakers, 

O6/. Are then the Alderman and Burgeſſes of Bury ac- 
quainted with,and verſed in, Al! Ancient Hereſies? Or do 
they rely upon the a/i/#ance of their af/iſtant Juſtice? Or 
do both They and He take this upon truſt from ſome not 
very truſty Parſony, Have they read, examined, conſi- 
dered the vexation, the Spoil, the Havock, of both E- 
{tates and Lives, and almoſt Deſolation, made in both 


(Church __ 
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Church and State, by the Arian Hereſie alone, fo tragir 
cally ſet forch by Ruffin, Socrates Scholaftices, Theode- 
rit and Sozamen in their Eccleſiaſtical Hiftories? Or if 
they have, can they, without bluſhing, ſay, The Arr 
an Hereſie, and «ll other Ancient Hereſies, were never ſo 
formidable in their Rite and Progrefs, as are the Qua- 
kers; Who are the Quakers formidable to, unleſs to the 
Prieſts? And wherein to them? Unleſs the Quakers 
Agal ( which they ſo complain of ) makes them tear, 
that they muſt both Preach better and Live better, or elſe 
they will be in danger to loſe the bef# of their Hearers, 
and perhaps with them, what they vaize more than them, 
Jome of their Maintenance ? But they fay, 

Pet.We have too juſt a Cauſe of dreading the Subverſion of 
our Goverument by them, if not carefully prevented and 
ſuppreſſed. 

Ob/. Our Government / What do they mean, The Go- 
vernment of the Burrough of Bury Sr, Edmonds by the Al- 
dermen, aſſiſtant Juſtice, chief Burgeſs and Burgeſſes of 
the Common Council there? We never underftood that 
any Quaker hath attempted to meddle with their Go- 
vernment, or intrude jnto it ; but rather, that fome 
have declin?d it, when invited thereunto, If they mean 
the Government of England, we hope they will not fo 
appropriate it to themſelves, as ro exclude their Fellow- 
Subjects from a Share in the Care, Support and Preſerva- 
tion thereof; which we (and all other Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters) have as much reaſon as they (with reſpe& to 
our Eſtates, Liberties and Lives) to wiſh and ſeek the 
Welfare and Safety of, And we humbly appeal to the 
Governors themſelves, whether we have given any juſt 
Cauſe, by our Carriage, Depertment and Behaviour, 
to and under the Government, for any to Dread the Sub- 
verſion of the Government by us. 


B Per, 
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Pet. Being in their Clandeſtine Conſtitutions oppoſite to the 
Condition 9 "Saas Pali. 4 me 

Oz/. What they mean, by Clandeſtine Conſtitat ions, we 
know not ; nor what, by the Condition of their eſtabliſhed 
Polity: But this we know, that as we have nothing 
which we call Conſtitutions; ſo neither any thing that is 
Clanaeſtine, or done in a Clandeſtine way among us. 

Pet. And in their Principles of Faith Anti-chriſtian, * 

Oz/. So did the Church of Rome objeft to the Proteſtants 
in general upon the Reformation, as Bp. Jewel, 1n his Apo- 
logy tor the Church of England, obſerves, Clamart hodie 
paſſim (lays he, p. 7.) Nos omnes eſſe Hereticos, diſceſſiſ- 
ſe a fide, &c. They cry out now a-adays, That we are all He- 
reticks, That we are departed from the Faith, &c. But if 
that was a falſe Charge againſt them ; we are ſure, this 
150: a true Charge againſt us. For we ſincerely and 
heartily own all that is written in the Holy Scriptures 
concerning Chriſt, with reſpe& to his Conception, Birth, 
Life, Miracles, Dottrines, Sufferings, Death, Barial, Re- 
ſarreftion, Aſcention, Mediation: and future Coming to 
Tudzment, Which we take tobe the Sum of true Chri- 
ſtian Faith; and which whoſoever rightly | believes, 
ought not ( we think) to beaccounted Arti-chriftizn in 
Principles of Faith. h 

| Pet. Of Government Anti-monarchical. + © 
' Os. One would think this Arrow alſo had bcen taken 

out of the Popiſh Quiver againſt Proteſtants, to exatly 
does it reſemble what the {ame Jewel, in the ſame place, 
fays,the Papiſt charged them withal. Where, having reci- 
ted a large Beadroll of. particular Slanders catt. upon 
them, Clamant ( ſays he ) nos id agere et querere, ut Mo- 
narchie et Reznorum Status evertantur, &Cc. They cry, that 
we do theſe things, with purpoſe thereby to overturn Monar- 
chies and the States of Kjngdoms. - We doubt: not but 
this was #naaly charged upon them. But nothing could 
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be more fa!/ly ſuggeſted againſt us, whoſe avowed Principle 
and known Prattice, it has always been to yield a peacea- 
ble and quiet Subjet#ion to the Powers which God hath 
ſer over us. | 
Pet. yo 19 of Dotrine Anti- Scriptaral. __ 

Obſ. We deny that ; 2nd are ready to undertake the 
Proof of every Doctrine we hold, by and from the Scri- 
ptures. | 

Pet. And in Praftices Illegal. 

Ob. This allo, if it relate to C:vi/ matters, we deny, 
as wtterly falſe ; and may, we hope with modeſty ; ſay, 
That no People are more conformable to the Laws, 1n 
things Civil, than we. And if it relate to Re/igiors Per- 
formances, as it ſeems to do, by the' words next follow- 
ing, viz, [ Having their Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly 
and Yearly Meetings. } We ſhall need to ſay no more to it 
but this, That if we, and other Diſſenters, could have 
ataally comply*'d with whatſoever the 'Laws required - 
in Matters of Religion, there would not have Been room for 
Indulgence, or need of an Act of Toleration. 

Pet. Having their Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly and Tear- 
ly Meetings, which we cannot but reaſonably believe tend, 
not only to the Subverſion of our Laws, but of our Religion 
alſo, to us of greater concerns than our Lives, 

Obſ. To Belizve is one thing; to believe reaſonably (or 
to have Reaſoz to believe, is another thing : Which if 
theſe Petitioners pretend to have, they ſhould { if they 
expeQed to be believed } have aſſigned the Reaſons of 
their fo believing. Well known it is to the Nation in ge- 
neral, and to the Government in particular, that we have 
had Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly and Yearly Meetngs 
{ and thole the ſame that now we have, and for theſame 
Services) many Years before the Government was pleal- 
edto grant the preſent Indulgence; yea, and that in the 
times of the greateſt Troubles, and hoteſt Perſecutions : 
| B 2 ; V hy 
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Which was an Evidence, beyond bare fajing [o, That our 
Religion was of greater Concern to vs than our Lives. 
But . what one ſingle A&t or thing have any, or al! of 
-thoſe Meetings of ours produced, in all this time, that has 
tended to the Subverſion of the Laws, or Eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion ? Do not both the one, and the other, fa»d now, at 
this very day, as Safe and Firm as ever they did, at leaſt 
for us? Can it reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that if thoſe 
Meetings of ours had ſo daxgerous a Tendency, as to Sub- 
ert the Laws and Religion of the Nation, the Pzereing 
Eye of the Government ſhould not fee it as well, and as 
ſoon, as the Aldermen and Burgeſſes. of Bury ? How come 
they, now all of a ſudden, to be to. Exgle- £y'd, to pretend 
' to tee that, which their Berters (and who have much 
better Advantages for ſeeing) could never yet fee! For 
can it be imagined, that if our Governours had feen, or 
ſuſpected, our Meetings to have ſa Evil and Dangerous a 
Teadency, as is here Suggeſted, they would fo Propitt- 
oully have 1zdaiged theſe Meetings, and granted us a To- 
teration thus to hold them ; We wiſh theſe Petitioners 
would think well of this; and conſider whether it was 
A-cent for the Aldermen and Burgefſes of Bury thus to Im- 
peacy the Wiſdom and Cevaudt of the Government. 
Hitherto they have {poken in the Accuſative Cale : 
They now turn tothe Vecarive, Invoking the Parliament 
againſt us. As therefore we have made brief Obſferva- 
tions on the Charges: Let us now, as briefly, take notice 
of the Prayer in each Petition ; which we choſe to con- 
fider together, becaule one ſeems to explain the other. 
That out of Norfolk mult be acknowledged to ſpeak 
the more modeſtly of the two. For it Prays the Houſe 


of Commons, To :ake theſe things (the Charges in the Bo- } 
dy of the Petition mentioned) into Conſideration, that the | 


[cid Principles and Pradfices may be ftirithly Examined, and |} : 


Ce nſar ea, or SWuppr eſf, as they ſpall eppear 10 deſerve, and 4s [ | 
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in their great Wifdom ſhall ſtem expedient. Nor'is it whol- 
} acſtiftuee ot fome Shew of Tendernefs towards us: 
or it prays This may be done, With whatſoever Tender- 
zeſs to the Perſons and Eſtates of theſe People. But as it 
can hardly be conceived, how Principles and Pradiices 
flowing therefrom (eſpecially where Diwtne Inſpiration, 
as thefe Petioners ſay, is vouched for Warrant thereof | 
can be Sappreſt, without exerciſing great Cree/ty (the Op- 
poſite to Tenderneſs) on the Perſons or Eſt ates of the People, 
whoſe Principles and PraQtices they are : So, it the Prayer 
of the other Petition from Bury ( which was Formed af- 
ter this, and comes from their near Neighbours) may 
paſs for a Comment upon the Norfolk-Text, it wilt not 
be very difficult to find, what, in the ſofter Norfolk Dis 
aleCt,. is meant by Suppreſſng our Principles and Pradtices. 
For the Alderman and Burgeſſes of Bury fay, We there- 
fore, oblig*d in Duty to God and our Country, do humbly 
pray your timely Conſideration of our Jealouſies, and remove 
our Fears ; if not by totally Suppreſſing, yet at leaſt by pre- 
venting their after Growth an Fncreaf? among ſt us, Here, 
after an acknowledgment, that all thoſe High Charges, 
exhibited againſt us in the Petition, are grounded but 
upon their own (groundleſs) Jealoufies, they (how man- 
nerly, kt others judge ) offer the Parliament. Heb/ſor's 
Choice, either totally ro Suppreſs us, or at leaſt to prevent 
our after Growth and Increaſe ; which perhaps cannot be 
done, without z0:a/lly ſupprefſiog us; of if it could, muſt 
needs tend to a toral Supprefſing of us. Now if they, 
who have declared their Religion to be of greater Concern 
to them than their Lives, could find in their Hearts to have 
fo much Charity for their Neighbours, as to admit ogr, 
Religion to be of greater Concern to us than our Lives 
( which we think we have given a full proof of, to 
tay no more, as ever they have done.) they might 
thence reafonnably. conclude, that: we will part with 


(14). 
our Lives, "rather than with our Religion; and that 
there is no way totally zo Suppreſs us, but by Cat- 
ting our Throats, or Knocking out our Brains: Which 
muſt rherefore be ſuppoſed to be their Meaning. And 


would they have the Honourable the Commons of Eng- 


land in Parliament Aſſembled, undertake this Inhumane 
Piece of Butchery, to defile their hands in the #mnocent 
Blood of ſo many Thouſands of harmleis, peaceable and 
induſtrious People, who are their Fellow C:tizens, and 
Fellow-Commoners, and by the Saffrages ot lome of whom, 
many of themſelves were Eleed intc chat Honourable 
Society ; and to A, or EnaQt, fo Barbarous a Trage- 
dy, only to remove the groundleſs Fears of a few Jealous. 
Headed Alderman and Bargeſſes of Bury; who ſeem to 
have forgotten what is written of ſome (whom they jn 
this too nearly reſemble) who were ſaid to have been 77 
great Fear, where no (cauſe of ) Fear was, Plal. 53.5. 

They cloſe their Petitions; That out of Norfolk, 
thus. | 

Petit. That the true Chriſtian Religion may be preſer- 
ved from Popiſh Superſlition, and unpolluted with Enthus 
fraſtical Innovation. 

That from Bury, thus: That our Poſterity may wn- 
troubled live, by this early Care of our Laws and Litertres, 
and we enjoy the wiſh:-for Happineſs of a Peaceful life, 

Oz/. To the Firſt we ſay, It is ſtrange they ſhould 
fear the Chriſtian Religion ſhould be polluted with Po- 
piſh Superſtitions by the Quakers, who, of all that go 
under the Proteſtant Name, are generally acknowledged 


to be furtheſt removed from, and moſt averſe to Popiſh > 


Saperſtitiows ; and whoſe great ObjeQion to thoſe of 0- 
«ther Perſuaſions has always been, their not having 
throughly enough relinquiſh'd Popiſh Superſtitions. And 
for Enthuſiaſtical Innovations; as we do not own' the 
word in that fenſe, in which they «b«ſively apply it 

Ro \ tO 


4, 


*#, 


he: Divine Inſpiration, or God's ſpeaking by his 
Spirit in the Heart of man, we do own) ſo we always 
offer our-Dorines and Principles to be Examined by the 
Holy Scriptures ; which were written by Divine Inſpira- 
tion, andare beſt underſtood by the Inſpiration of the 
ſame Spiryz by which they were written. 

| To theSecond we ſay, We delire, as well as they, 
that their Poſterity may live untroubled : But we think 
they might have done well to have conſidered, that we 
have Poſterity, as well as they ; and the like Inducements 
from natural AﬀeCtion, to wiſh that our Poſterity may 
live untroubled as they for theirs. Sure we are, and it 1s 
but too obvious, that we have more cauſe to apprehend 
Trouble and Danger too, to our Poſterity from them 
and theirs, than they or theirs from us or ours ; For tho? 


. we have done nothing, ſince we were a People, that 


* might either give Trouble to them, or threaten it to their 


Poſterity ; they ſtick not here openly to propoſe, and 
ſeek the Ruin and Extirpation of both «s and our Poſteri- 


tz. They deſire they may-enjoy the wiſht for Happineſs 


ofa Peaceful Life. We envy it them not: But God 


- forbid they ſhould S-imz into it through a Sea of Innocent 
Blood. Can they find no way to the wiſht-for Happineſs 
of a Peaceful Life, but by the Deſtruttioz of their Fellow- 
| Subjefts and Peaceable Neighbours? Had not Self-love 


(to ſay no worſe) been more prevalent with them (or 
with their Exvious Guides; who probably have anima- 
ted them to theſe Malicious Counſels) than Chriſtian Cha- 
rity (which ſeeks the Good and Happineſs of all, and 
teaches to love our Neighbours as our ſelves) they would 
have been Content, that we alſo ſhould enjoy the wiſht-for 
Happineſs of a Peaceful Life. But ſince they are ſo ancha- 
ritable togrutch vs that, and ſo anchriſtian to ſeek to be- 
reate ws of it; We humbly addreſs,our ſelves, in the 
firſt place, to Almighty God. (the ſure Refage of the Righ- 


feons} 
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OUVer Nour s, HA i if 
with hum- 
ble Confidence, we appeal in the latter, as unto God in 


the former ; Hoping,that the ſame Dzvine Goodlejſs,which 
moved the Government to grant this favourab/eJndulpence 


and Toleration, will incline and prevail upon you to cou- ® 


ringe it, both to us, and all other Proteſtant Nifſenters, to ; 
whoſe intended Rein allo, -we look upgn this Aſſault up-' ® 


-on us to be but the Pre/adium, that under the Protection 


of this Propitithps Government, we may lead a quiet and © 
peaceable Lis in all Goalineſs and Honeſty, which is good ana 
acceptable in tbe ſight of God our Saviour, 1 Tim. 2.2, 3.% 
And may thence have the Obligation of Gratitude added 
to that of Daty, not only to pray for, but, in our ſeveral # 
Capachien 'to advance and promote the Intereſt, Safety # 
and Proſperity of this Goverameat and Nation. ""* 
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